
Education is key
It is vital for everyone involved in the management of
emergency response volunteers in Michigan to
understand the legal and regulatory issues associated
with their service. Several acts, laws, and codes exist
that may provide workers compensation and liability
protection to volunteers who respond to, support, or
assist in the preparation of an emergency. 

Registration is required
To be eligible for workers compensation and liability
protection, all volunteers must be registered and
verified (background check, credentials/licenses) in
the Michigan Volunteer Registry (MVR). The State of
Michigan will refuse to use any volunteer who is not
registered and verified in the MVR, and volunteers may
be denied coverage if they aid in an emergency
capacity without first being properly registered and
vetted in the MVR.   

Volunteers' responsibilities 
Regardless of the current acts, laws, and codes,
volunteers are legally responsible for their own acts or
omissions and can face civil tort liability and criminal
penalty for intentional, grossly negligent, or unlawful
acts or allegations thereof and for providing false
and/or inaccurate information on their MVR volunteer
application. 
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Federal Volunteer Act

Public Readiness and
Emergency Preparedness
(PREP) Act

Michigan act providing
for governmental
immunity

Michigan act providing
immunity from liability

Liability of Certain
Persons for Emergency
Care Act 17 of 1963,
Section 691.1501

Michigan Public Health
Codes (333.20965,
333.2228, 333.2465,
333.20965, 333.9203,
333.16277)

Michigan Emergency
Management Act

Acts, Laws &
Codes




For additional information, visit
Qs About Legal & Regulatory
Issues Pertaining to the MI
Volunteer Registry 

LEGAL & REGULATORY ISSUES:
EMERGENCY REPSPONSE

VOLUNTEERS

http://www.mivolunteerregistry.org/
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title:42%20section:14501%20edition:prelim)
https://aspr.hhs.gov/legal/PREPact/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(cpv4q1i53qs0trjxjxja4t3t))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-691-1407
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(zidoq05r325iiczsg2cftbuw))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-691-1502
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(jrap1uls2v201anrxt5ppnhy))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-691-1501&popup=1&visitorId=189717ce-4617-4457-88d6-aef6013d241a&_ga=2.153022394.2084082130.1660936480-2020123315.1660936480&_ga=2.153022394.2084082130.1660936480-2020123315.1660936480&_ga=2.153022394.2084082130.1660936480-2020123315.1660936480
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(wj3sbjm3lon3vxrm5dd03ccy))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-333-20965
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(ofnvy0ukxfomjqdz0yu0nnz5))/mileg.aspx?page=GetMCLDocument&objectname=mcl-333-2228
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(5emyoau4h2kmvecfbydto5db))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-333-2465
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(baowwybxxiopu2ruwrlc4yp5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-333-20965
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(a1m00lqrr5nlejpeppxby40b))/mileg.aspx?page=GetMCLDocument&objectname=mcl-333-9203
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(ryqyqkdjzpbzcypze2t1lfgm))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-333-16277
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(ri0pwauhtr3pdntoncplabkr))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-act-390-of-1976
https://www.mivolunteerregistry.org/clientdocs/Legal_and_Regulatory_June_2019.pdf

